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culosa in my last communication (Ibis, 1877, p. 45). I ob- 
tamed specimens in the Chupat valley, and saw it occasionally 
in the valleys of the Sengel and Sengelen. 

Iris reddish brown; upper mandible wood-brown; under 
mandible, legs, and feet pale slate-colour. 


*CALODROMAS ELEGANS. 

Resident. Seen constantly throughout our journey; and 
we found the eggs excellent eating. 

This species is increasing at Chupat with the increased 
cultivation of the ground. 


*RHEA DARWINI. : 

Resident. Observed almost daily throughout our journey. 
It commences to lay in September ; and though I have heard 
of thirty-seven eggs being found in one nest, twenty-seven 
is the largest number I have seen. The nest isa large hollow 
scraped in the ground, slightly lined with grass. The young 
run as soon as hatched ; and the male bird will feign lameness 
to draw one away from the nest. The Indians say the eggs 
take six weeks to hatch. In the summer, when the lagoons 
in the camp become dried up, many visit the river Chupat 
to drink, and then fall an easy prey to the colonists’ dogs. 
These, however, mostly consist of birds of the year. At 
this season both old and young occasionally come to the 
river. 


XXX.—Additional Notes on the Ornithology of Transvaal. 
By Tuomas Ayres. Communicated by Joun Henry 
GURNEY. 

[Continued from p. 301. | 


[Tue following notes unfortunately did not reach me in time 


to be incorporated with those which recently appeared in 
‘The Ibis, vide anted, p. 281.—J. H. G.] 

304. CYPsELUS carrer, Licht. African White-rumped 
Swift. 

Male, shot at Potchefstroom 11th December. Irides dusky ; 
bill black ; tarsi and feet pale dusky. 
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305. CyrseELUs Arus (Linn). Swift. 

Male, shot at Potchefstroom 12th January, 1878. 

To-day numbers of these Swifts were hawking over the 
open country and surrounding marshes in company with 
Swallows and Martins, mostly Hirundo rustica and Cotyle 
paludicola, but with a few of Cotyle cincta, Hirundo albigula, 
and Hirundo cucullata. It is very rarely that these Swifts 
are seen here in numbers. 

[Two other specimens sent with the above were shot on 
the 15th of January: of the three, one is an adult bird; but 
the other two show remains of immature plumage, and are in 
the stage which I formerly erroneously supposed to belong to 
a species specifically distinct and peculiar to South Africa 
(see ‘Ibis, 1868, p. 152). 

In a note sent to me by Mr. Ayres, in a previous year, he 
mentions having seen a good many of these Swifts, one of 
which he shot, flying northwards, carly in the day, on the 
8th of February.—J. H. G.] 


CoTYLE FULIGULA (Licht.). Brown Martin. 

The specimen sent was shot at Potchefstroom in January, 
and was one of a pair which were hawking about the build- 
ings of the town. This species is one of the scarcest of the 
Swallow tribe in these parts. 


Curysococcyx CUPREUS (Bodd.). Didric Cuckoo. 

Male, shot at Potchefstroom in December. Irides red. 

Female, shot at Potchefstroom in October. The ovary 
contained a whitish egg with dusky markings. 

[The plumage of the male bird above mentioned agrees 
generally with the description of the “adult”? in Sharpe’s 
edition of Layard, p. 155; an apparently younger male, shot 
by Mr. Ayres on the 12th March, differs in having hepatic 
spots remaining on the primaries, contiguous to the white 
spots, but nearer to the shaft of the feather ; also in the white 
bars on the inner surface of the primaries and secondaries 
being somewhat more numerous and in closer propinquity, 
and in the feathers of the chin and throat being of a metallic 
green, merely edged with white, instead of their being entirely 
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white, as in the adult bird, the green on these feathers as- 
suming the form of longitudinal marks; the entire breast is 
barred transversely with markings of a similar colour on a 
white ground, instead of being wholly white, as in the adult. 

The female mentioned above seems also to be in partially 
immature dress, all the quill-feathers of the wings and tail 
being more or less variegated by hepatic spots; the throat 
and head show traces of dark green markings similar to those 
on the same parts in the immature male previously referred 
to; but in the present specimen these have nearly disappeared, 
and the remainder of the plumage resembles that of the adult 
male, with the exception of a slight tinge of coppery brown, 
sxtending over the upper part and sides of the head and 
neck, the lesser wing-coverts, the throat, and the breast.— 


i. ie, eh 


CoccysTEs SERRATUS (Sparrm.). Crested Black Cuckoo. 

Male, shot 3rd November on the rocky ranges near Pot- 
chefstroom. It was one of a pair, of which the other bird, 
presumably the female, was excessively noisy. The stomach 
of the bird sent contained caterpillars. 


CisTICOLA TINNIENS (hicht.). Le Vaillant’s Fantail. 

[It would seem that the males of this species are more 
readily obtained than the females; for of twelve dissected | 
specimens forwarded to Mr. Ayres, ten are marked as males 
and only two as females. A specimen ticketed by Mr. Ayres 
as “ male immature, shot 19th December,” is much less 
dark on the upper surface than the adult birds, and bears 
a striking resemblance to C. chiniana, from which, however, 
it may be readily distinguished by the darker colour of the 
rectrices, and especially of the central pair, which are blackish 
brown, edged and tipped with paler wood-brown.—J. H. G.]. 


BRADYPTERUS BRACHYPTERUS (Vieill). Pavaneur Reed- 
Warbler. 

Male and female, shot near Potchefstroom on the 12th and 
19th of December, the appearance of the abdomen in the 
female indicating that she was a sitting bird. 

At this season the loud and harsh call-notes of this bird 
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may be heard from all parts of the rushy swamps, the note 
much resembling the ery of Merops superciliosus, which that 
Bee-eater utters whilst sailing high in the air. 


ACROCEPHALUS BÆTICATUS (Vieill.). Lesser South-African 
Reed-Warbler. 

Male, shot near Potchefstroom on the 12th of January, 
amongst the sedges and reeds bordering the swamp, showing 
that these birds frequent the sedges as well as the willow- 
hedges. Another specimen, obtained the 12th of December, 
was also shot amongst the sedges. 


PHYLLOscorus TROocHILUS (Linn.). Willow- Warbler. 

Male, shot at Potchefstroom 80th November, whilst it was 
hunting for insects amongst high weeds. 

[The plumage of this specimen is very much abraded.— 
J. H. GJ l | 


MyrmECocIcHLA FormMicivorna (Vieill.). Southern Ant- 
eating Wheatear. 

Male, commencing the assumption of the white shoulders ; 
shot 7th June on open grassland near Potchefstroom, 
Stomach contained beetles, bugs, and ants. 


3806. Muscicapa eRIsoLA, Linn. Spotted Flycatcher. 
Female, shot at Potchefstroom 7th January. 
[An adult bird, but moulting.—J. H. G.]. 


Pycnonotus nigricans (Vieill.). Brunoir Bulbul. 

Male, shot at Potchefstroom 8th January. Irides bright 
reddish hazel; eyelids orange; head black. 

[This specimen agrees with the male previously mentioned, 
vide anted, p. 295.—J. H. G.] 


JUIDA BICOLOR (Gmel.). White-rumped Grakle. 

Male, shot 12th September. 

These birds appear to be pretty well omnivorous; they are 
now eating my young peas, just out of the ground; they 
come eight or ten together and nip off the leaves and stalks 
with the greatest ease. 
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MRrGALOPHONUS CINEREUS (Vieill.). Lesser Rufous-capped 
Lark. 

Male, shot Januury 2nd. 

Female, shot July 16th; both near Potchefstroom. 


These Larks are easily distinguished when in the field by 


the chirruping note they utter on rising. 


ALAUDA CONIROsTRIS, Sundeyv. Pink-billed Lark. 

Male. Irides hazel; bill pale ashy, with the ridge very 
light brown; tarsi and feet pale flesh-colour. Total length 
52 inches, bill from gape +, tarsus $, wing 2, tail 14. 

The bird sent was one of a pair, and was shot on 14th 
November on the open flats just outside the town of Potchef- 
stroom. Its stomach contaimed insects. 

[An unusually pale specimen of this scarce little Lark, the 
feathers on the under surface, and the broad margins on those 
of the upper, being a pale drab, instead of the usual dark 
rufous brown, and the normal pink tint bemg absent from 
the bill. The bird is commencing its moult ; and some new 
feathers on the upper surface exhibit rather darker margins 
than the old ones, though less deeply coloured than in previous 
specimens which have come under my notice.—J. H. G.]. 


CoruRNIX DACTYLISONANS (Bodd.). European Quail. 

' [Mr. Ayres forwards three adult specimens, killed re- 
spectively on 28th March and on 16th and 17th July. The 
first of these, a male, has the rufous portions of the plumage 
of a richer tint than I ever remember to have seen in a bird 
of this species.—J. H. G.] 


Evpromias asiaticus (Pall.). Caspian Dotterel. 

Male, shot 19th September. Stomach contained beetles and 
other insects. These Plovers make their appearance in these 
parts at this season about the time when the first heavy rains 
fall, and are pretty plentifully scattered along the valley of 
the Mooi river, frequenting the bare grass-lands, which at 
this time of year are all but devoid of herbage, in flocks of 
from six to twenty or more. On rising they have much the 
appearance of Glareola melanoptera, and utter much the same 
short stridulous note of alarm; they run with considerable 
swiftness. 
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[Mr. Ayres forwards, in all, eight of these Plovers, all shot 
in September, and four of them still retaining some remains 
of the rufous gorget assumed during the breeding-season.— 
ie re GY 


GALINAGO MAJOR (Gmel.) Solitary Snipe. 
Male, a moulting specimen, killed 16th January. 


GALLINAGO ZQUATORIALIS, Rüpp. Black-quilled Snipe. 

Female, a moulting specimen, killed 27th December. 

[In a letter dated 30th April, 1878, Mr. Ayres mentions, 
as an unusual circumstance, that these Snipes were at that 
time breeding near Potchefstroom, their more usual nesting- 
time being in August*.—J. H. G.] 

307. TRINGA SUBARQUATA, Gmel. Curlew Sandpiper. 

The specimen sent was shot 24th November on some mud- 
banks in a swamp near Potchefstroom, in company with 
several others of this species and of other Sandpipers, inclu- 
ding Tringa minuta. 

[The bird sent is in full winter dress.—J. H. G.] 

HYDROCHELIDON LEUCcoPTERA (Temm.). White-winged 
Tern. 

Male and female, immature, shot 24th November. 

Several of these Terns were hawking over a swamp some 
eight miles from Potchefstroom, with a slow, uncertain, wavy 
flight. The stomachs of those sent contained insects. 


XXXI.—Remarks upon the Phasianus ignitus of Latham and 
the allied Species. By D. G. Eruior, F.R.S.E. &c. 


In a communication to this Journal published in the January 
number of the present year, I stated that as soon as I should 
have an opportunity of examining the specimen of the Fire- 
backed Pheasant with chestnut flanks, referred by Mr. Sclater 
to Phasianus ignitus, Lath., I would give my opinion as 
to its specific value. On a late visit to London I found in 
the collection of the British Museum a single specimen of this 


* Conf. Ibis, 1869, p. 302. 


